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DIARY OF ANANDA &AJSTOA PILLAI

oppressive tax upon the poorer Indians, and
drove the Governor from his ante-chamber
with insult. The enmity extended naturally
to Dubois, Lally's agent for finance; and
stories were spread abroad that he was swind-
ling the sepoys of their pay-. Sore with defeat
and impending ruin, both sides were eager to
believe the worst of each other, Oourtin's
conduct, for instance, exhibits the violence of
weak men in difficult circumstances. He
quarrels first with Leyrit, then with Lally,
and exposes himself to a humiliating insult
from an officer of the Regiment de Lorraine.
H&malingam, who was acting as purveyor to
the army, was beaten. The confusion of
castes, which Eanga Pillai had long before
lamented, grew worse ; and his conservative
mind was shocked by the sight of scavengers
and Pariahs entering the Fort unchecked on
horse-back. Violent attacks on Laity were
posted in the public places. The annual
festivities lapsed or were shorn of half their
splendour. There was no bonfire this year on
St. John's Eve, and even thp King's name-day
was meanly celebrated.

To supplement the military resources of
the French the militia was embodied ; even
the Governor and Councillors wore forced to
serve ; and a disorderly parade took place, at
which the Governor displayed his military